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must lead a dull enough life ; and the British trade, which
is the ostensible cause of his appointment, is a very nebulous
entity. Yet the mere presence of a European constitutes
a very real protection of the subject races in such an en-
vironment ; and we owe at least this much recognition of
our treaty obligations towards them.*
Our national prestige in the East rests chiefly on our
dominance in India ; and this is reflected in the fact that
our Indian consulates in the south are much better main-
tained than those in the north, which are controlled from
Europe. Our prestige too is a waning quantity. We are
living, as it were, on the capital accumulated for us by such
men as Stratford Canning; and it must be confessed that
latterly our policy has not been that of a Great Power. We
seem content to preserve barbarism in Mesopotamia in order
to make our position in India easier ; and to discourage the
Baghdad railway because it will make our frontier harder
to defend. That our military men should take this view
is excusable. They know our present unpreparedness;
and some day it might even be their duty to destroy that
railway, because forces at their disposal will not otherwise
be adequate for defence. But from a national standpoint
such a dog-in-the-manger policy must eventually bring its
own punishment. Our most straightforward, and in the end
our wisest, course would be to promote all developments, and
to shoulder manfully the obligations which they entail.
We resumed our journey from Diarbekr across a lava-
covered country by perhaps the bumpiest bit of road be-
tween Aleppo and Mosul. We and all our possessions were
kept bouncing about in our araba like so many dry peas
in a pod, The springs of a second carriage that was
* These oppressed nationalities cherish pathetically futile hopes of
British intervention, recognizing rightly that England is the only dis-
interested power. But the only power ever likely to interfere effectively
is Russia : and though those who have tried Russian rule have found
themselves bitterly disillusioned, it must be admitted that the Russians
preserve better order than the Turks. What the country needs is a set of
self-sacrificing administrators, with no axe of their own to grind, who will
devote themselves solely to the good of the people. No other nation can
furnish such administrators as England : and no other nation so obstinately
refuses to recognize their worth.